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The IVix, Mestered

in Goemaes had worked with these clients for vears,
hadping them transform homes from Beonooville bo
Greenwich, Connecticut. But when they boaght this
vintage Georgian Colenlal in Rye, e knew e had his
work cut oub for him, “Ti was hard to see past all
b sbll thar was !{q‘_li.'lg an,” he SHVE! endless :..'.lu,!, i l"l.'b:.' flaral
fabrics, From carpets to curtains; heavy fumitare; dark paneling;: and
an Indifferent addition an the back. 'l'h.r-:.'un;n; fials bow and flat. Sl
“they knew the bomes were pood. that we could bumm it into some-
thangg, enore visually appealing and comfortable,”

Cemes stanted, Hiesally, at the entrance. He replaced a Viclorian-
style front door featuring oval glass with & solid door fanked by
leaded sidelights based on a 1923 Brorsoville howse the owners had
leng admined. {(Architect Dean Davis deségred the new Supporting
structure.) “The rest,” says Gemes, “was cosmetic.” He darkerd
the wood floors and lightened the walls o give a feeling of height,
used crisp, geometric-pattemned fabrics that are mone Wearstler than
Wirverly, and installed lighe fxtaees with & fresh, alimsoss iy, feel. In
the livimg room, whene castom-made fumiture was downscaled o
e space, b used a spa-like sea-glass paletie, Dark paneling in the
addition got Hght paint. Each room has a subtle toral colog for a quiet
stabemnent. The new dindng room & alimost anmecognizable, i overly
formal look replaced by grasscloth on the walls, sisal carpet, o Deco-
inspired fabde and chairs, and a shell chandelier. Finally, he bumed a
double-height back stairway. part of the addition, intoa SO, e
by Hhar upstains bedrooms.




| g
Soa glass-toned pUbEC Spaces Mo upholstersd Hickory Chair fumitune with the
owner's antigues. Philp Jeffries grasscloth wall cowiring and an Oy soashal
Enarpbad Ghed T Formal ching FOO @ casuinl fesl, whilh & riew Dack StaPVEY
has Langhomes canpet and & Fesbond Tochars, —

This doesn’t mean “old™ was IS_I"H"'.I,'I,'l Gomies combaned mew piu{ljﬁ
with the clients’ 18th-century antiques acquired in London. “1f you have
things that are really interesking and have a specisl history o them, work
themn in* he advises. “Chermy-pick the nicest pheces and then do sbesioer
clark-wioisd piices with therme Evervthing has fo work together.”
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